
 

 
 

19 

WORKS WITH HOME ASSISTANT 
CERTIFICATION AGREEMENT 
(Agreement) 

between 

Open Home Foundation 
c/o Treforma AG 
Grabenstrasse 25 
6340 Baar 
Switzerland 

Certification Provider 

and 

[●] 
[●] 
[●] 
[●] 

Certified Partner 

Certification Provider and Certified Partner individually Party and together Parties 

regarding 

Certification of Products  
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Preamble 

A. The Certification Provider is a Foundation duly incorporated in accordance with the laws of 
Switzerland having its registered office in Baar, Switzerland. The Certification Provider intends to 
empower society with knowledge, technology and tools so that individuals can build smart homes 
that revolve around privacy, choice and sustainability. To achieve this, the Certification Provider 
develops open-source software products and intellectual property rights. Among others, the 
Certification Provider holds the rights to “Home Assistant” as set forth in Annex A (Home 
Assistant).  

B. The Certified Partner is […]. The Certified Partner produces and/or trades with household devices 
and products that are sold to wholesalers and private customers. 

C. The Certified Partner wishes to make the devices and products it produces and/or trades with 
technically compatible with the software products developed by the Certification Provider and to 
advertise the compatibility of these devices and products accordingly. For this purpose, the 
Certification Provider shall issue a corresponding Certificate as defined further below to the 
Certified Partner in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement (Certification 
Terms and Conditions). 

Based on the above, the Parties hereby agree as follows: 

1. Subject of Agreement 

1.1 The purpose of this Agreement is to provide the Certified Partner with the Certification Terms 
and Conditions under which the Certified Partner is eligible to obtain the Certificate as defined 
further below and use the System provided by the Certification Provider. 

1.2 The Certified Partner will comply with all Certification Terms and Conditions of this Agreement, 
especially as stated below in the Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of this Agreement. 

1.3 The Certification Provider is entitled to change the Certification Terms and Conditions aimed to 
improve its products for the end-service users from time to time. Any change of Certification 
Terms and Conditions shall be announced to the Certified Partner at least two (2) months prior 
to a potential audit of the compliance with the Certification Terms and Conditions (whether 
regular or irregular). 

2. Certification Process 

2.1 For the duration of this Agreement, the Certified Partner is authorized to use the Certificate as 
defined further below for all devices and products that have been approved by the Certification 
Provider and to advertise the respective devices and products with the associated compatibility 
to the software products developed by the Certification Provider. 

2.2 In order to ensure such compatibility, the Certified Partner undertakes to provide the 
Certification Provider with at least 2 test units per device or product it wants to have certified by 
the Certification Provider. In any case, a Certificate as defined further below will only be granted 
after a corresponding examination by the Certification Provider. The Certification Provider 
decides independently whether such compatibility is given. The Certification Provider will 
provide its reasons for its decisions to the Certified Partner. If such compatibility is not given the 
Certified Partner has the right to terminate this Agreement without any liability. 

3. Certificates 

3.1 The certification program of the Certification Provider consists of the following Certificates (each 
a Certificate) which attest that the respective devices or products of the Certified Partner are 
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interoperable with the respective software product of the Certification Provider and for which the 
following minimum requirements are: 

- “Locally” 

o Such a Certificate is issued if the following requirements are met: 

▪ The integration of the device or product in Home Assistant must at least 
meet the requirements of the “Gold Status” as defined by the Certification 
Provider in its quality standard published under ADR0022 as amended or 
revised from time to time. The current quality standard set by the 
Certification Provider is attached to this Agreement and forms an integral 
part thereof (Annex 3.1) (ADR0022). 

▪ The Certified Partner must actively maintain its Home Assistant core 
integration either itself or through a third party. The Certified Partner 
provides the Certification Provider with the contact details of the developers 
in charge. 

▪ Libraries used in the Home Assistant integration need to be published 
under an OSI-approved license. 

- “Zigbee”, “Z-Wave” or “Matter” 

o Such a Certificate is issued if the Certified Partner proves that the device or product 
in question has been certified by one of the following certifiers with regard to the 
communication protocols used: 

▪ Connectivity Standard Alliance (CSA): for the “Zigbee”- and/or “Matter”- 
Certificate. 

▪ Z-Wave Alliance: for the “Z-Wave”-Certificate. 

o The device or product in question needs to provide firmware updates over Home 
Assistant supported channels. At least the current running firmware must be 
available.  

- “Bluetooth” 

o Such a Certificate is issued if the Certified Partner proves that: 

▪ The device or product in question is certified by the Bluetooth Special 
Interest Group (Bluetooth SIG); and 

▪ It meets the requirements for the issuance of a Locally-Certificate. 
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- “BTHome” 

o Such a Certificate is issued if the Certified Partner proves that: 

▪ The device or product in question is certified by the Bluetooth Special 
Interest Group (Bluetooth SIG); and 

▪ The device or product in question uses the BTHome protocol to 
communicate with Home Assistant via Bluetooth. 

- “ESPHome” 

o Such a Certificate is issued if the Certified Partner proves that the device is part of 
the “Made for ESPHome” program. 

3.2 Devices or products that operate through a Vendor Hub may also be certified, provided that the 
respective Vendor Hub itself has been issued one of the above-mentioned Certificates. In such 
cases, the device or product to be certified must obtain a specific type of Certificate (Add-on 
Certificate). This Add-on Certificate indicates that it runs via a tested Vendor Hub. For the 
purposes of this Agreement, a Vendor Hub is defined as a connecting device manufactured and 
maintained by a Certified Partner, with firmware exclusively managed by the Certified Partner 
(Vendor Hub). The primary function of the Vendor Hub is to facilitate the connection of a 
selection of the same manufacturer’s end-devices to a protocol that seamlessly integrates with 
Home Assistant. Vendor Hubs will not be independently certified but will instead be evaluated 
as part of a suite of products within the same ecosystem. As a result, the certification process 
will require testing of both the Vendor Hub and the associated end-devices to ensure full 
compatibility and functionality. 

4. Rights and Obligations of Parties 

4.1 The Certified Partner shall, during the duration of this Agreement resp. before the granting of a 
Certificate by the Certification Provider, guarantee the following: 

a. to pay an annual fee of CHF 500, billed annually; 

b. to provide the Certification Provider with the contact of an integration supervisor; 

c. to provide the Certification Provider with a technical support contact; 

d. to provide a link for each device or product certified in accordance with this Agreement 
through which users can reach customer support; 

e. to comply with applicable law (incl. data protection regulations); 

f. to comply with applicable regulatory standards (e.g. FCC- or CE-regulations); 

g. to promptly notify any infringement of any Certificate by a third party, whereby the Certified 
Partner shall have neither the right nor the obligation to prosecute any infringement claims 
against third-party infringers; 

h. to refrain from modifying, enhancing or changing the Certificate or combining it with another 
mark, or using, adopting or registering any marks confusingly similar to any Certificate; 

i. to refrain from omitting portions or using a partial version of any Certificate; 
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j. to refrain from using any Certificate, or any portion thereof, as a domain name, including, 
without limitation, as a subdomain name or name of a service or company; 

k. to always adhere to the principles of privacy, choice and sustainability of the Certification 
Provider; 

l. to be in good standing with the Certification Provider and the Home Assistant community; 

4.2 The Certification Provider shall be entitled, at its sole discretion, to conduct evaluations to verify 
the Certified Partner’s continued compliance with the Certification Terms and Conditions. For 
this purpose, the Certified Partner shall, upon written request, provide the Certification Provider 
with a reasonable number of samples of the certified device or product within ten (10) business 
days of receipt of such request, and shall grant the Certification Provider access to the relevant 
hardware and software environment. In addition to certified devices, the Certification Provider 
may, on a case-by-case basis, request supplementary equipment required for testing purposes 
but not itself subject to certification—such as demonstration units. Upon delivery, any such 
device, product, or supplementary equipment shall become the legal property of the 
Certification Provider. However, the Certification Provider may, at its discretion, return such 
items to the Certified Partner at the latter’s cost, in which case ownership shall be legally re-
transferred. This applies particularly to bulky or high-value items, but remains subject in all 
cases to the sole discretion and individual assessment of the Certification Provider. The 
Certification Provider reserves the right to revoke any certificate it has issued at any time. In 
such an event, the Certification Provider shall inform the Certified Partner of the reasons for 
such revocation. 

4.3 The Certification Provider has the following obligations: 

a. to maintain a list of devices or products certified by the Certification Provider that can be 
accessed by the Certified Partner at any time; 

b. to publish a list on its official website (home-assistant.io or as its domain may change from 
time to time) detailing the Certificates issued together with the corresponding devices or 
products and, if applicable, the corresponding Vendor Hub; 

c. to organize quarterly updates to discuss upcoming changes and features for Home 
Assistant and the “Works with Home Assistant” program; 

d. to make reasonable efforts to be in good standing with the Certified Partner. 

4.4 For the sake of clarity, it is noted that the Certification Provider is not obliged to fulfil its 
obligations under this Agreement until the Certified Partner fulfils all of its obligations. The 
Certified Partner is therefore obliged to perform in advance. 

4.5 Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed to: 

a. give either Party the power to direct and/or control the day-to-day activities of the other 
Party; 

b. give either Party the right to act on behalf or in the name of the other Party. Any warranty, 
limitation of liability or indemnity that the Certified Partner chooses to grant to its customers 
strictly relates only to the relationship between the Certified Partner and its customers and 
does not affect the Certification Provider; 

c. constitute the Parties as partners of a simple partnership in accordance with the meaning 
of Swiss law (Art. 530 et seq. of the Swiss Code of Obligations), joint venture partners, co-
owners, or otherwise as participants in a joint or common undertaking; 
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d. create an employment relationship; 

e. constitute the Certification Provider to be a commercial agent within the meaning of Swiss 
law, the provisions of EC Council Directive 86/653/EEC or any other applicable mandatory 
public order provisions with respect to commercial agents; 

f. allow the Certified Partner to create or assume obligations on behalf of the Certification 
Provider or vice versa except as provided herein. 

5. Intellectual Property Rights 

5.1 Each Party shall remain the sole owner of all intellectual property rights it owned prior to the 
effectiveness of this Agreement. 

5.2 The Certification Provider shall retain all intellectual property rights relating to the Certificates. 
The same applies to all intellectual property rights resulting from the modification or 
improvement of its software products. 

5.3 For the duration of the issuance of the respective Certificate, the Certification Provider grants 
the Certified Partner and its affiliated companies a non-sublicensable and non-assignable right 
to use the trademarks, patents and designs held or registered by the Certification Provider in 
connection with the respective Certificate so that the Certified Partner and its parent or affiliated 
companies can advertise the respective Certificate by the Certification Provider in accordance 
with the conditions set out in this Agreement. For the purposes of this Agreement, the term 
“affiliated company” refers to a legal entity operating under the same brand as the Certified 
Partner and being part of the same group of companies as the Certified Partner, whereby all 
companies of that group must be directly or indirectly 100% owned by the same parent 
company. In addition, it is clarified that this right of use only applies to devices or products that 
are identical to the device or product certified by the Certification Provider in accordance with 
this Agreement. 

5.4 The Certified Partner acknowledges that its use of any of the Certificates hereunder will not 
create any right, title or interest in the Certificate other than the limited rights granted in the 
Agreement and that all such use of the Certificates and the goodwill generated thereby will inure 
to the benefit of the Certification Provider. Should the Certification Provider, in its sole 
discretion, deem it necessary to record the Certified Partner as registered licensee of any 
Certificate in any jurisdiction, it shall do so at the expense of the Certified Partner (provided that 
the Certified Partner may avoid such expenses by covenanting in an amendment to this 
Agreement that it will not use the respective Certificate in such country), and the Certified 
Partner will cooperate with the Certification Provider to effect such recordation. 

5.5 The Certified Partner warrants and represents with respect thereto that (a) it will not at any time 
challenge the Certification Provider’s right, title or interest in any Certificate or the validity of the 
Certificate or any registration thereof; (b) it will not do or cause to be done or omit to do 
anything, the doing, causing or omitting of which would contest or in any way impair or tend to 
impair the rights of the Certification Provider in any Certificate; (c) it will not represent that it has 
any ownership in or rights with respect to any Certificate; and (d) it will not, either during or 
subsequent to the term of this Agreement, adopt, use or register any certification brand, 
trademark, service brand, trade name, insignia or logo that is confusingly similar to or a 
colourable imitation of any Certificate or any of the Certification Provider’s other brands and/or 
intellectual property rights. 

5.6 For the duration of this Agreement, the Certified Partner authorizes the Certification Provider to 
list the Certified Partner as a partner in an online-accessible list and, in particular, to use the 
Certified Partner's trademark for this purpose. 
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6. Term and Termination 

6.1 This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature and is concluded for an indefinite period of 
time. 

6.2 Each Party shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by giving three months' notice as of 
the end of any calendar month. 

6.3 Each Party has the right to terminate this Agreement at any time without notice if: 

- the other Party breaches material obligations under this Agreement and has not remedied 
such breach within one month of receiving a warning to that effect; or 

- one Party has unlawfully committed a misdemeanour or felony against the other Party. 

Furthermore, the Certification Provider has the right to terminate this Agreement at any time without notice 
in case the Certified Partner breaches one of its obligations in accordance with Section 4.1. 

6.4 At the end of the term of this Agreement, the Certified Partner shall immediately cease any use 
of any Certificate, trademarks or other intellectual property rights of the Certification Provider. 
For the avoidance of doubt, the granted right to use such intellectual property rights pursuant to 
Section 5.3 shall terminate automatically at the end of the term of this Agreement. 

7. Miscellaneous 

7.1 Confidentiality 

The Parties agree to keep the content of this Agreement confidential and undertake not to disclose any 
information relating to it to third parties without the explicit prior approval of the other Party. 
Legal and supervisory or regulatory disclosure obligations as well as disclosure for the 
enforcement of claims arising out of or in connection with this Agreement remain reserved. 

7.2 Prohibition of Assignment 

The Parties may not assign or delegate, in whole or in part, either this Agreement or any of their rights and 
obligations under this Agreement without the prior written consent of the other Party. Any such 
assignment or delegation performed without the aforementioned written consent shall be null 
and void. 

7.3 Entire Agreement 

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement among the Parties with respect to the subject matter 
hereof. This Agreement shall supersede all prior written or oral agreements or understandings 
related to the subject matters provided in this Agreement. 

7.4 Notices 

Notices or declarations vis-à-vis the other Party in connection with this Agreement must be in writing and 
are effectively transmitted if delivered by registered mail, by courier or email (notification as a 
pdf copy) at the address set forth below or at any other address designated in writing. 

Certification Provider: Open Home Foundation 
c/o Treforma AG 
Grabenstrasse 25 
6340 Baar 
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Switzerland 
wwha@openhomefoundation.org 

Certified Partner: [●] 

For the purpose of adhering to a time limit, a notification is deemed to have been made in time if the 
notification is sent no later than on the last day of the time limit. For the purpose of triggering the 
start of a time limit, a notification is deemed to have been received when it arrives at the 
recipient (receipt). 

Any changes of the addresses above shall be immediately communicated to the other Party in the manner 
provided for herein. Failure to timely notify a change of address shall not be to the detriment of 
the other Party. 

7.5 Electronic Execution 

This Agreement and any other documents relating to this Agreement, and any amendments or 
supplements thereto or mutually agreed cancellation thereof, shall be treated as a handwritten 
original delivered in person, to the extent that they are executed (i) using an electronic signature 
(such as DocuSign, Skribble or Adobe Sign, whether or not the electronic signature is issued by 
a provider recognized or accredited under applicable law) or (ii) by email delivery of a hand-
signed PDF. 

7.6 Governing Law and Jurisdiction 

Governing Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the substantive laws of 
Switzerland, to the exclusion of the principles of conflicts of laws thereof. 

Jurisdiction 

Any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or in relation to this Agreement or future non-
contractual claims including the validity, invalidity, enforceability, interpretation, execution, 
breach, modification or termination thereof, shall be submitted to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
courts at the registered office of the Certification Provider. 

mailto:wwha@openhomefoundation.org


 

9 | 19  

 

Open Home Foundation _ Certification Agreement 

  

Place, Date:   

Open Home Foundation 

 

 

    
[●] [●] 

 

Place, Date:   

Company Name Recipient 

 

 

    
[●] [●]
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Annex A 

Licensed Intellectual Property Rights 
 

Trademark Logo Registry Status Classes App. no. Reg. no App. date Reg. date Exp. date Countries 

Home Assistant 

 

EU EUIPO Registered 9, 42 018721682 018721682 2022-06-
22 

2022-11-
01 

2032-06-
22 

European Union 

Device Mark 

 

US USPTO Registered 9 97669149 7331035 2022-11-
09 

2024-03-
19 

 United States 

Device Mark 

 

INT WIPO Registered 9  1721759  2023-02-
27 

2033-02-
27 

Canada, European 
Union, United 
Kingdom 

Device Mark 

 

IGE Registered 9,42 01015/2026 845043 2026-01-
20 

2026-03-
05 

2036-01-
20 

Switzerland 

Device Mark 

 

US USPTO Registered 9, 42 98199718 8111592 2023-09-
27 

2026-01-
20 

 United States 

Device Mark 

 

INT WIPO Registered 9, 42  1791450  2024-03-
18 

2034-03-
18 

Australia, Canada, 
European Union, 
United Kingdom 

Word&Device Mark 

 
 

IGE Registered 9, 42 17096/2024 829168 2024-12-
06 

2025-04-
08 

2034-12-
06 

Switzerland 

Trademark Logo Registry Status Classes App. no. Reg. no App. date Reg. date Exp. date Countries 
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Word&Device Mark 

 
 

INT WIPO Registered 9, 42  1874512 2025-06-
02 

2025-09-
04 

2035-06-
02 

Australia, Canada, 
European Union, 
United Kingdom, 
United States, 
China, Japan 

Word&Device Mark 

 
 

IGE Registered 9, 42 13912/2025 838927 2025-09-
18 

2025-11-
04 

2035-09-
18 

Switzerland 

Word&Device Mark 

 
 

INT WIPO Registered 9, 42  1914148 2026-02-
09 

2026-04-
23 

2036-02-
09 

Australia, Canada, 
European Union, 
United Kingdom, 
United States, 
China, Japan 
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Annex 3.1 

ADR0022 
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